Hawk Creek Watershed Project · 500 East DePue Avenue · Olivia MN · 56277 · (320) 523-3666

Fall/Winter 2014
Hawk Creek Watershed Project Mission Statement
“Improving the water quality/quantity issues in the watershed, while also promoting a
healthy agricultural, industrial, and recreational based economy for the region.”
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Financial Assistance Available!
The Hawk Creek Watershed Project (HCWP) has funding available for implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs)
to fix erosion and water quality issues on your land and to help reduce the amount of pollutants entering the watershed’s
streams. Cost sharing and technical assistance funds are available. Apply early as funding is distributed for qualified practices
on a first come, first serve basis. Don’t hesitate to call...if you don’t, then someone else will!
Some of the practices that qualify for funding include:
Buffer Strips

Sediment Basins

Streambank Erosion Control

Ag-Waste Upgrades

Alternative Intakes

Grassed Waterways

Side Inlet Pipes

Wetland Restorations

Nutrient Management Plans

Terraces

Livestock Exclusions

Rain Gardens

To see if your land qualifies or for more information contact:
Chippewa County SWCD/NRCS
320-269-2139 ext. 3

Kandiyohi County SWCD/NRCS
320-235-3906

Renville County SWCD/NRCS
320-523-1553 ext. 3

Chippewa County Ag Inspector
320 269-7447

Kandiyohi County Drainage
320-235-3266

Renville County Ag Inspector
320-523-3712

Hawk Creek Watershed Project
320-523-3666

Hawk Creek Watershed News and Updates
The HCWP has had a lot of events take place and BMPs completed since last year’s newsletter. Since the 2013
newsletter, the HCWP has implemented 30 side inlets, 11 perpetual buffers, five streambank stabilizations, and
one of each of the following: lake shore restoration, rock intake, rain garden, ag waste, grade stabilization, and
water and sediment control basin. These 52 projects have helped treat roughly 1,015 acres, reducing an estimated
19,274 pounds of phosphorous, 730 tons of soil, and 888 tons of sediment from our surface water.
HCWP has also been very active in the community. This past July, HCWP staff were presenters at the local Girl Scouts’ summer
camp at Beaver Falls County Park. Water quality information and pollution prevention was taught to girls grades 1–6 through handson activities. The HCWP and Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources also held a side inlet field day in August (more information can be found on page 3). The HCWP holds regular public meetings in Clara City and an annual meeting in Willmar. At the
annual meeting, we strive to have multiple speakers with different backgrounds present relevant topics to our area. If you would like
to get involved or attend any of our upcoming meetings, please contact the HCWP office and we can add you to our mailing list to
receive meeting notices and agendas.
The HCWP has cost-share funds available to landowners in the Renville County portion of the Middle-MN Watershed to help with
water quality and erosion problems. Bird Island, Morton, Franklin, and Fairfax are all located within or near the Middle-MN Watershed. If you live or own land near any of these towns, feel free to contact us for more information and possible cost share assistance!
A Middle-MN Watershed map that HCWP’s cost share funds cover can be found on our website www.hawkcreekwatershed.org

Now is the Time To Become a Citizen Monitor!
Why should you become a Citizen Monitor?
Becoming a member of the Hawk Creek Watershed Project Citizen Monitoring Network is fun and exciting. It allows you to learn
more about your environment and have a positive impact on the Hawk Creek Watershed water monitoring process. Plus, you get
some great equipment.

What does a Citizen Monitor do?
*A Citizen Monitor can monitor either rainfall, stream transparency with a Secchi tube, or lake transparency with a Secchi disc.
*Transparency measures the amount of sediment or particles in the water.
(The more particles in the water, the less transparent the water.)

How do I become a Citizen Monitor?
Call the HCWP at (320) 523-3666.
Tell us if you prefer monitoring rainfall and/or transparency.
We will send you more information and help get you set up.

Septic Loan Funds
Low interest (3%) loan funds to upgrade non-compliant septic systems are available to residents within the Hawk Creek Watershed.
These funds are not available for new home construction or upgrades that are required due to home additions. There is no collateral
required as loan payments are collected through a special assessment on your property tax statement for a term length of 10 years.
Loans can be transferred to new owners if a property is sold or transferred.
These funds are limited and are distributed on a first come, first serve basis.
Call your local County Environmental Services office for more information:
Renville County 320-523-3760
Kandiyohi County 320-231-6229
Chippewa County 320-269-6231
For more information on septic maintenance, please visit the MPCA’s website at www.pca.state.mn.us or our website at
www.hawkcreekwatershed.org
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Side Inlet Field Day
On August 20, 2014, the HCWP hosted a side inlet field day to
demonstrate side inlet design and construction. The day started off
with an overview of side inlet designs at the Renville Community
Center, followed by a bus tour of four installation sites. Three of
those sites are pictured below. Note the different types of tops that
were used for each side inlet. All of the side inlets were constructed
using a drop pipe design. This field day was done in partnership
with the University of MN and MN Board of Water and Soil Resources. For more information on side inlets or if you have gullies
or erosion issues on your ditch banks, let us know and we can help
assist you with repairing them.

Agri Drain Water Quality Inlet & Trash
Rack Overflow

Trash Rack Overflow & Hickenbottom

Quick Drain Low Profile Inlet & Trash
Rack Overflow

Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategies (WRAPS) Overview
The Hawk Creek Watershed is currently going through it’s first Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategies (WRAPS) cycle
(guided by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)). Mandated by the Minnesota legislature, the WRAPS requires each of
Minnesota's 81 major watersheds to go through a 10 year cycle to monitor and collect data on the health of the waterbodies on a watershed level, assess the data, use the data collected and assessed to develop strategies to restore waterbodies that are impaired and
protect waterways that are healthy, and then carry out those strategies we developed. The 10 year cycle is continuous, so at the end
of the first 10 year cycle, the cycle will begin again and the waterbodies will be monitored again to determine if water quality was
improved or if new impairments have developed and the strategies will be reassessed and redefined as needed.
How is this different from what we are already doing?
This approach focuses on the watershed level. It looks at the watershed as a whole, rather than at a specific waterbody, as the Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) process does, which previously was the primary way of identifying waterbody impairments. Several
TMDLs can now simultaneously be determined in one watershed for different pollutants. The WRAPS also focuses on all possible
pollutants, rather than one pollutant at a time, like the TMDL process does.
Where are we at in the WRAPS cycle?
The Hawk Creek Watershed began its 10 year cycle in 2010, when MPCA began its intensive watershed monitoring. MPCA collected data on water quality, biological impairments, and stressor identification. MPCA collected data from water samples to determine
water quality (dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, nitrogen, pH, etc.). MPCA collected data from fish, macro-invertebrate, and plant
studies to assess biological impairments. From the biological impairments found, stressors were identified. Stressor identification
answers the question: what factors are causing the biological impairments? Examples of possible stressor IDs include excessive sedimentation, algal blooms (often an indicator of elevated phosphorus levels), altered hydrology, and low dissolved oxygen levels.
These biological impairments and stressor IDs will be used to develop strategies. MPCA recently finished the biological impairment
assessment report and the stressor identification report for the Hawk Creek Watershed and both reports are available on the MPCA
and HCWP websites. The final WRAPS report is expected to be completed in 2015. Strategies will be named soon based on local
input. Input from watershed residents and landowners is an important part of the WRAPS process. To provide your input and be a
part of the WRAPS process, contact our office or attend our public meetings.
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Project Partners:
Chippewa County
Chippewa County SWCD/NRCS
Chippewa County Water Plan
City of Willmar
City of Olivia
Ducks Unlimited
Eagle Lake Association
Kandiyohi County
Kandiyohi County SWCD/NRCS
Kandiyohi County Water Plan
Long Lake Association
MN Department of Natural Resources
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Renville County
Renville County Pheasants Forever
Renville County SWCD/NRCS
Renville County Water Plan
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
And…
Citizens and Landowners of the Watershed

www.hawkcreekwatershed.org

